
EXCITING NEWS!  First Book is offering an easy way to ensure that everyone working in eligible 
public libraries can receive access to very low cost as well as free brand new books on an 
ongoing basis for the low income communities they serve.  

You may know already that First Book is a national nonprofit that has distributed more than 
130 million new books to schools, libraries and community programs around the country 
that work directly with children in need.  Its Network includes 195,000 educators, librarians 
and caregivers and is growing rapidly.   

Registration is free and carries no obligation. Registering confirms that you are serving a low-
income population and gives you access to the First Book Marketplace and to free books 
through the First Book National Book Bank.  Here’s how: 

1. USE YOUR E-RATE.  Libraries with an e-rate of 90% are eligible to gain access to First 
Book.  If you don’t know yours, contact your state library e-rate coordinator to ask 
about your library’s e-rate. Don’t know your library’s e-rate discount eligibility? 
Contact your state e-rate coordinator; a list can be found at http://www.ala.org/
advocacy/e-rate-state-coordinators. 

2. USE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL’S INFO.  Contact your local school district and ask 
for your neighborhood school’s enrollment percentage of students receiving free or 
reduced lunch. If the school has at least 70% of students in the free or reduced 
lunch program, your library can register with First Book. 

If your library meets either of the two criteria above, register with First Book today for 
immediate access to free and low-cost books.  

If your library does not meet one of these criteria, you can still qualify if your library 
hosts a program specifically focused on supporting children from low income families. In that 
case, you can register to distribute resources to that particular library program. For example, 
if you partner with a local Title I school, nearby Head Start, food pantry or other agency to 
deliver programming through your library, you can register with First Book and access First 
Book books and resources for those participating in the eligible programs, or libraries who 
host or serve as sites of the Summer Food Service Program also qualify.   

 Books can be used to stock your library shelves or given to families participating in library 
programs. 

Once you’ve registered, you can immediately begin ordering deeply discounted books through 
the First Book Marketplace. You will also receive notification regarding large-scale 
distributions of publisher-donated books through the First Book National Book Bank. 

Still have questions? You may find answers here or call 1-866-READ-NOW to talk with the First 
Book Help Team.

http://www.fbmarketplace.org/
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/e-rate-state-coordinators
http://register.firstbook.org/?rgst=erate
http://www.fbmarketplace.org/
http://www.firstbook.org/first-book-story/innovation-in-publishing/national-book-bank
http://www.firstbook.org/receive-books/439

